
THE BOSTON

Medicaland Surgical Journal.
Thursday, November 21, 1889
A Journal ofMedicine, Surgery, and Allied Sciences, published at

Boston, weekly, by the undersigned,
SUBSCRIPTION Terms: ttB.0O}¡er year, in advance, postage paid,

for the United Stairs and Canada; $6.00 per yearfor all foreign coun-
tries belonging to the Postal Union.
All communications for the Editor,and all booksfor review, should

be addressed to the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,
283 Washington Street, Boston.
All letters containing business communications, or referring to the

publication, subscription, or advertising department oj' this Journal,should be addressed to the undersigned.
llemittances should- be made by money-order, draft or registered

letter, payable to
DAMRKJLL & UPHAM,

283 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.

FREQUENCY OF ALBUMINURIA IN THE SICK
AND THE AGED.

Li'.corchk and Salamon have compiled some statis-
tics showing the frequency of albuminuria in diseases
other than Bright's disease, and in old people.
At the hospital Broussais, in 1886, they sought for

albuminuria in the urine of 350 patients, male aud
female. In most of these patients the urine was

analyzed many times during their stay in the hospital.
The reagents employed were heat and acetic acid,
nitric and picric acids and Millard's test.
Out of these 350 patients there were 184 (52.5%)

who were albuminurie. These patients were divided
into four categories :

(1) The tuberculous, 97 in number ; albuminuria
was noted iu 45 (46.3%).
(2) Patients suffering from cardio-vascular affec-

tions, that is, organic lesions of the heart or general-ized atherotna, or cerebral atheroma with hemiplegia.
The number of patients in this category was 81, of
whom 48 were past the age of sixty ; 53 were albu-
minurie (05.4%).
(3) Patients with slight affections, such as fibricula,

rheumatoid pains, neuralgia, dyspepsia, varices, hys-
teria, aineuiia. The whole number included in this
class was 106, of whom 35 had albumen in trifling
quantity in the uriue (33.3%).

(4) In a last category, they grouped, on the one
hand, acute febrile diseases, — pneumonia, typhoid
fever, acute rheumatism, erysipelas, in which albumin-
uria is constant ; and, on the other, divers apyretic or
chronic medullary, hepatic, pulmonary and other affec-
tions. The whole number was 66, of which 38 were
acute diseases, and attended with albuminuria. Of
the 28 apyretic cases, albumen was noted in the urine
..I 18 (46".4%).
To determine the frequency of albumen in the

urine of the aged, they availed themselves of observa-
tions made in the hospital (Ivry, service of Ollivier).
'¡'lie tesis employed were heat and nitric acid. They

grouped these cases in three classes, according to the
age of the subjects ; from sixty to seventy years, from
seventy to eighty years, and from eighty to ninety
years.
In the first class (between sixty and seventy) there

were 56 patients; 27 were albuminurie (48%) and
29 non-albuminuric. The diseases from which these
patients were suffering were : biliary lithiasis, acute
aortitis, chronic bronchitis, mitral insufficiency, cere-
bral ramolissement, pericarditis, pneumonia, cerebral
haemorrhage, paralysis agitans, multilocular sclerosis,
chronic bronchitis with emphysema, aortic insuffi-
ciency, chronic rheumatism, cancer of the stomach,
locomotor ataxia, hemiplegia, etc.
In the second class (between seventy and eighty),

there were 80 patients ; 48 of these were albuminurie
(60%). Diseases were much the same as those above
given, general atheromatous and cerebral affections
predominating.
In the third class (between eighty and ninety),

there were 21 patients ; 15 of these were albuminurie
(71%). Predominant diseases: cardiac, arterial,
cerebral.

Thus, out of a total of 157 subjects, male and
female, aged from sixty to ninety years, in 90, or

57%, the urine was found to coagulate under heat aud
nitric acid. Of the above 157 cases, 73 had died
prior to the publication of the statistics, and the
autopsy gave an opportunity to note the state of the
kidneys. Of these 73 subjects, 56 had albumen in the
urine during life; 17 were exempt from albuminuria.
In the 56 patieuts who had had albumen in the urine,
there were found :

Atrophied, granular, oystic kidneys. 18
Atrophied kidneys with smooth aurface, rod or yellowlßh, 19
Kidneys of normal volume, hut granular .... 2
Kidneys of normal volume, with infarctus .... 2
Kidneys of normal volume, mottled or yellowish . . 3
Kidneys of normal volume,congested. 12

56

In 12 cases only the albumen was due to simple
renal congestion, the structure of the kidney appear-
ing normal to the naked eye. Iu all the other cases
there existed lesions appreciable at first sight, and in
37 the kidneys were atrophied, their weight not ex-
ceeding four ounces.
Of the seventeen autopsies of subjects whose urine

had been free from albumen during life, iu six, or
nearly one-third, the kidneys were found atrophied, as
the following table shows:

Kidneys of normal volume, with smooth surface . . 11
Kidneys with smooth surface, hut atrophied .,...,... B
Kidnoys red, atrophied, and granular . . . . .1

17
From the above statistics it will be seen that the

number of cases in old people affected with chronic
diseases, in which the kidneys are seriously impaired
structurally, and more or less functionally insufficient,
is considerable. In these patients, an acute malady of
almost any kind which suddenly blocks the renal filter
with waste material is often speedily fatal.
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THE CHICAGO WATER-SUPPLY AND DRAIN-
AGE DISTRICT.

Chicago, her citizens wish to believe, aud especially
at this period of competition for the Exhibition of
1892, perhaps has the best drinking water of any city
in the world, if only her sewage can be prevented
from flowing into the lake and out to the crib, where
the water is taken into the tunnel that flows under the
bed of the lake to the city. For a number of years
suspicion has been rife that at certain times the
sewage water from the city did reach the crib
.to contaminate the water-supply. Probably through
the last ten years there has been no considerable con-
tamination of the water-supply iu this way duriug ten
months of each. During two months of each year,
however, there is some reason to think the water has
been contaminated in this way. and the freshet of last
summer undoubtedly carried the river water with all
its filth out as far as the crib, or farther.
The prevention of the contamination referred to, in-

volves the necessity of disposing of the sewage in
some other way than by allowing it to flow into the
lake. Long ago it was discovered that the river
water could be made to flow upward and out into the
Illinois Canal, aud down into the Illinois River aud so
on into the Gulf of Mexico, provided the canal was

deepened along the elevated ground back of the city.
That was attempted a quarter of a century ago, and a

current actually flowed iu this direction, but it was too

insignificant to carry off the river water or very much
of the sewage. Within a few years this resource has
been enhanced by powerful pumping engines that lift
the water into the canal so that a larger quantity is
gotten rid of in this direction. In times of drought this
will even prevent the flow of the water into the lake
to any great extent, aud so prevent the sewage from
extending out into the crib, but every freshet casts
into the river such a volume of water that the canal
cannot take care of it, and it must flow out into
Lake Michigan.
How to prevent this has been the problem. It

would require some millions of dollars to widen and
deepen the canal so as to make it certain that even in
dry weather no sewage should flow into the lake. It
has been found that, if the flood water from the dis-
tricts back of Chicago, which now How into the river,
could be diverted through artificial channels from the
river and into the lake direct, the flooding of the river
in the city in times of freshet might be prevented
almost completely. The State Legislature at its last
session provided a means whereby the city of Chicago,
and the districts referred to, might be organized into a

"Drainage District" for the purpose of raising money
to divert the flood water, aud to deepen the canal to
take care of the ordinary flow of sewage — polluted
river water. Whether such a district should be organ-
ized was submitted to a popular vote at the election
of the 5th inst. The proposition was adopted by an

overwhelming majority. Its adoption by the people
makes it possible to prevent in the future the discharge

of any considerable quantity of sewage into Lake
Michigan. The sewage would be made to flow in the
other direction, over into the Illinois River, down
into the Mississippi, and on to the Gulf, aud the drink-
ing-water of Chicago would be secured against any
possibility of infection from these sources.
' A new tunnel is being built, and a new crib, much
farther out into the Lake than the old crib; and this,
when completed, should make the Chicago water sup-
ply, not only for purity, but for abundance, as well as
for certainty against accidents, all that could be de-
sired.

MEDICAL NOTES.

—

Quite a number of the patients of the Indianapolis
Insane Asylum were recently taken to the theatre.
Thoy behaved with perfect propriety, enjoyed the
comedy, discussed the situations of the play with intel-
ligence, and asked to be taken again..
—

Sir Morell Mackenzie has been vindicated by
the Royal College of Surgeons. Though condemned
by the Council of the College for publishing his book
concerning Emperor Frederick, he had but one accuser

at the general meeting.
—

Before the Medical Jurisprudence Society, of
Philadelphia, Dr. John J. Reese recently read a paper
against the indiscriminate embalming indulged in by
the undertakers, in cases where death is suspicious and
the Commonwealth desires a post-mortem examination.
— The Southern Surgical and Gynecological Asso-

ciation held its annual session in the Senate Chamber
of the Capitol, at Nashville, November 12th, 13th and
14th. The address of welcome was delivered Tuesday
morning, at ten o'clock, after which President Hunter
McGuire, of Richmond, delivered his annual address.

—

President Adams, of Cornell University, in his
yearly report just issued, points out the advantage of
having medical schools connected with universities,
rather than standing by themselves as private enter-

prises. He asks why the college of medicine cannot
become a department of the university in this country,
aud ventures the opinion that if all the students ad-
mitted to a medical college were required to have such
a preliminary outfit as is prescribed at the four years'
course at Cornell, the course in medicine could proba-
bly be well given in two years, of nine months each,
while a third year might be devoted to cliuical work
in the hospitals.
— The annual report of Surgeon-General Browne

to the Secretary of tho Navy shows that, in addition to
the eleven vacancies existing in tho Medical Corps in
October, 1888, six more occurred during the year —
four by death and two by retirement. The transfer-
ring of tho Medical Examining Board from Philadelphia
to New York and the establishment of another Hoard
at Mare Island has been attended with gratifying re-

sults, without lowering the standard of proficiency in
the examination. A greater number of candidates
have presented themselves, and twelve have passed the
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examination. At present there are eight vacancies in
the corps, and there is reason to believe that they will
soon be filled.

—

Any hopes which absinthe-drinkers might have
cherished from the paper of Dr. Cadeac recently pre-
sented at the Paris Academy of Medicine, which took
tho ground that the deleterious effects so well-known
wore due to other substances (notably anise) mixed
with the absinthe in the popular drink, and not of the
absinthe itself, must have been chilled by the experi-
ments of Dr Laborde, before the same body, as re-

ported. He injected one fluid gramme of extract of
absinthe into the veins of a guinea-pig, and in five
minutes the creature was seized with epileptiform con-

vulsions, in which it continued until it died in forty
minutes. Into another guinea-pig was injected in ex-

actly the same way, one fluid gramme of extract of
anise, which was almost without effect, but made the
animal dull and sleepy. Three fluid grammes of the
same substance produced a condition of deep somno-

lence, in which the demonstrator said that the animal
would die iu twenty-four hours, but there was no con-
vulsions. Dr. Laborde, gave a short account of the
various qualities of absinthe, and said that the pure
and strong, as made in France, was "presque foudroy-
ant"— that ordinary drinkers of absinthe owed their
lives every day to the fact that the absinthe sold them
was of poor quality, and that the soldiers could drink
enormous quantities in Africa, because the Algerian
absinthe was of a very feeble sort.

—

A writer iu the New York Herald says of the
late French general Faidherbe, one of that small
number of French general officers who in the last war
between France and Germany won a battle and came

out with a fair measure of fame, that he had in his
day been a member of a mutual autopsy society, and
as such had made a contract by the mere fact of mem-
bership that his body should be delivered at his deatli
for post-mortem inquiry. And, therefore, while all
others were filled with lamentation forth came M.
Laborde and claimed the body of the dead general.
This was the first that Mme. Faidherbe had ever heard
of the existence of the society or of the general's rela-
tion to it, and slm was shocked at the suggestion,
and objected vigorously. As the surgeon possessed all
the manly and gentle sentiments of his craft, he yielded
the question of right to the natural sensibilities of the
bereaved lady, and so the general was buried in debt to
the society. There is some scientific reason to regret
that the autopsy was not made. General Faidherbe
had locomotor ataxy, and had been a victim of the
malady for forty years, Dr. Charcot says that the
malady has never before been observed in one person
for so long a time. The observation of the conditions
that had arrested the progress of the disease mighthave been of benefit to humanity.
— A Chicago paper describes a uew "System" of

medicine, which seems to surpass iu simplicity all
other " schools " of practice. The essential feature
" consists of a figure of a man made of metal, divided

internally into compartments representing the heart,
lungs, liver, stomach, throat, etc. In each of these
is a drawer opening outward, iu which there is an

approved remedy for the diseases of the organ. The
drawer can be opened by pushing a coin into a slot
situated where the keyhole ordinarily is. The pack-
ages of pills or powders will contain full directions in
regard to their use. It is proposed to set up one of
these combined doctors and druggists in every public
square, at the principal street crossings and at all rail-
way stations. In country places one of these automat-
ic medicine dispensers will stand near each postoffice,
church and other public buildings. A resident or

traveller, being suddenly afflicted with the toothache,
pushes a dime or sixpence into a slot, opens the drawer
leading into the mouth, takes out a powder, swallows
it and is at once relieved of pain. Corn plasters are

taken out of the foot and porous plasters from the
back. In a drawer in the forehead are remedies for
various kinds of headaches. It is not necessary for a
person to know how to read in order to enable him to
prescribe for himself. If he knows " whore ho feelB
eick " he will know where to find a remedy for his-
complaint. In cities where many languages are

spoken this representation of a man will be very
convenient, as it will render the services of an interpre-
ter unnecessary. It will be as easy to obtain medicine
from this automatic machine as it is water from the
town pump. A competent person will take charge of
them, refill the drawers and collect the money de-
posited every day." The chronicler of this discovery
describes it to be a philanthropic Dutchman ; but we

suspect that it is but another evidence of the commer-

cial supremacy of the great city of the Lakes.

—A correspondent of the Medical Press and Circular
having written in a despairing mood that he had mis-
taken his profession, to attain success in which either
" money or a bald head " was an essential condition ;
that paper replies :

"It is, no doubt, very much to the advantage of
a young practitioner to exhibit a 'modern antique'
appearance, and nothing contributes so greatly to this
end as a head which is innocent of hair. There is a
real commercial value in a bald head, but this value is
by no means confined to the medical profession. What-
ever advantages, however, it may confer on a ' business
young mai.,' to a medical man a fair estimate under
favorable circumstances would bo, at the lowest, five
hundred a year. The assumption of age and ripe
philosophy which a man can safely indulge in whose
hair follicles upon the top of his head have in early
manhood undergone a process of fatty degeneration,
leaving a white expanse of reflecting integument, is a
matter of common observation. The public are im-
pressed by the appearance of things under these cir-
cumstances ; a bald head will carry conviction to their
minds when nothing else will

—

saving, perhaps, a flow-
ing beard.
"Even the lower animals are not insensible toits

attractions. It is recorded that an ostrich once sat
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Miscellany
SULPHUR LOZENGE.

Sut ALFRED lí. Gakroo, in an interesting paper
(Lancet, Vol. 1, 1889, page tJGo, and Practitioner,
September 1889), records his experience of the admin-
istration of sulphur in very small doses and for a
lengthened period of time in the treatment of disorders
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